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easy to start and to maintain. I ordered a motor, and
frequently visited the shop during the assembly and
test of the engine, which was a three-cylinder 25 h.p.
type.
It was at the factory, while awaiting delivery of the
engine, that I met Louis Bleriot, who had also placed
an order for a similar engine. A few months later he
crossed the English Channel in his small monoplane,
powered with a 25 h.p. Anzani motor, thereby reap-
ing well-deserved fame and fortune for himself, as well
as for the engine which had carried him safely across.
A few other parts of the flying machine were
ordered, and made in accordance with my sketches, and
early in May I returned to Kiev, and started the con-
struction of my first helicopter.
Captain Ferber and the well-known scientist-
designer of early propellers, Drjevietzky, strongly
advised me against spending my time and effort on
a helicopter. Drjevietzky even wrote an article for
one of the magazines entitled, " The Wrong Way," in
which he explained the hopelessness of the helicopter
proposition. Both of them may have been right, at
least at that time, but I was so much attached and
interested in my first attempt that I did not wish to
drop the matter and decided to work on it until it
materialized.